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We Welcome Submissions We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to 
the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political'and social commentary, short fiction, poetry, photographs 
and artwork are-all welcomed. Write to womonspace (Box 128, Main P0., Edmonton, AB .15J 3K4), 
attend a newsletter meeting, leave 'a message at 482-1794, or e-mail: lindyp@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. : 


Topic for August/September is Pets, Topic for October is Big Lesbians. 


womonspace is @ publication of Womonspace: Social and: Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a : 
Nonprofit organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding 
' areas. Our pufpose is to inform.and entertain our members.and any other interested lesbians. The opinions 
expressed in any issue of womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter 
Committee. The events, organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily’ supported 
by Womonspace. womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome 
submissions. Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and content, and to refuse publication, Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
Main P.0., Edmonton, AB T5J.3K4, Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines 
free - at any time. womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication costs, 
Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. 
For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a message on the Lesbian Info. Line at 482-1794. 
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God is part lesbian 


“Praise the Lord! Hallelujah!” 
Mrs. Clemenson’s robust shouts 
echoed throughout the church. Her 
exclamations soon turned into frenzied 
gibberish as she began dancing her 
buxom body in place while she spoke 
in tongues. Tall, slim Mrs. Barrett in 
her pale green dress raised her hands 
above her head and interpreted Mrs. 
Clemenson’s whooping. “My children, 
you are blessed. The kingdom of the 
Lord is upon you and J shall come 
for my children.” The room filled with 
a wave of voices crying “Praise Jesus!” 
and “Amen!” Hands waving and breasts 
jiggling, Mrs. Clemenson danced over 
to Mrs. Barrett and whooped, “Praise 
God, sister!” Mrs. Barrett clapped 
her hands above her head as Mrs. 
Clemenson danced up to the front of 
the church where the minister was 
waiting. Pastor Davis rested his hand 
on Mrs. Clemenson’s sweaty forehead 
and she crumpled to the floor. “Praise 
God!” exclaimed the pastor. “She is 
overcome with the spirit of our Lord! 
Baptize her with your spirit, Jesus!” 

I was eleven years old, and it was 
a typical Sunday morning at Bethel 
Pentecostal Tabernacle. My day had 
started two hours earlier with Sunday 
school and would not end until 10 that 
night after an evening service of more 
laying-on-of-hands healing and speaking 
in tongues. I was a baptized, born again 
Christian and I assumed everyone else 


by Suzanne Dawson 


was too. Like many children brought 
up in religious households, church and 
praying and Bible study were part of 
my life. It wasn’t until a special ministry 
came to town that I gave my beliefs a 
second thought. 

It was Sunday night and Joe and his 
wife Patty stood at the pulpit in their 
jeans and T-shirts, looking like they had 
walked off the set of a Rolling Stone 
video. They were our church’s guest 
evangelists for the evening. Patty’s teased 
hair fell into her eyes as she pressed play 
on the cassette player and the sound of 
Satan surged into the congregation. 
Patty rewound the tape and again played 
the muffled incomprehensible words set 
to eerie ambient music. “Can you hear 
it?” asked Joe. “They’re saying ‘turn 
from God, serve Satan’! It’s backward 
masking. This is what your children 
are listening to... Gene Simmons and 
KISS!” Joe recounted a story about 
a man and a woman who listened to 
this “sinful” music and ended up 
having premarital sex. Their sinful 
ways eventually sent them on a 
killing rampage and they became 
reincarnations of Satan himself. 

The negative side of organized 
religion had never before touched - 
my life, and I became consumed by 
nightmares of snakes and warped song 
lyrics, waking up screaming under 
sweat-soaked sheets. Through denial, 

I slowly got over my fears and by the 
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time I was 16 years old, I was a regular 
rebellious teenager. Then, I discovered 

I was lesbian. If having premarital sex 
could send you to hell, my sexual 
orientation would surely have me 
working in Satan’s boiler room. 
Remarkably, I didn’t fight the fact that 
I was gay, but instead tried to turn my 
back on my religious upbringing. I 
refused to go to church, tried out 
numerous non-Christian faiths such as 
Buddhism and paganism and attempted 
to get over my paranoia of taking the 
Lord’s name in vain. But no matter 
how I tried, I just could not rid myself 
of my belief in a higher power. 

I’ve finally resigned myself to living 
with the perennial quirks and tics that 
come with growing up ina 
fundamentalist religious family. I still 
don’t attend church, but I do make 
colossal promises to God when I am 
hung over and the room is spinning. 

I am past the point of flinching when 

I hear “Jesus H. Christ!” or “God 
damnit” and I have even used these 
phrases myself. But I still can’t stop 
looking skyward to see if a lightning 
bolt is going to strike me down. I 
recently heard a quote that described 
my present spiritual philosophy: “Since 
I let Jesus into my heart, the poor 
saviour is stuck, locked in my heart, 
surrounded by the queers and perverts 
that reside in the rest of me. Of course, 
depending on your view of Jesus, he 
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just might enjoy that sort of company.” 
Religion made me into the person I am 
today, both the good and the bad parts. | 
And if God is in everything, God must 

be at least part lesbian. 2) 


Looking into 
the heart 


by Mickey Wilson, pastor at 
Lambda Christian Community Church 


Being transgendered affected me 
profoundly as a spiritual person. For 
years, I had said to gay, lesbian and 
bisexual people who were struggling 
with their sexuality and their faith, “You 
were created to be exactly who you are. 
Who you are is a gift from God to you 
and the world.” But inside, I felt that 
who I was created to be, a man ina 
woman’s body, was wrong; a mistake. 

I had a difficult time reconciling that. 
Finally, I came to the story of the 
prophet’s anointing of David as king. 
God told the prophet that “God does 
not see as humans see. Humans look 

at outward appearances, but God looks 
into the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7.) In my 
heart, in fact into the very depths of my 
soul, I knew I was a man. I knew that 
God saw the heart and soul of a man 
when looking at me. My journey would 
enhance who I was, not only in my 
eyes, but in the eyes of God as well. 


® 


There is a basic truth about Witchcraft: 
you will almost never find two witches 
who will agree on what exactly 
constitutes their Craft. My beliefs 

will be different from at the very 

least one other person who practices. 

The Craft is the basic respect for 
the Goddess, the God and the One. 
The Goddess, the God and the One 
are the deities I pray to, give thanks to, 
and who guide my life and my actions. 
The One is neither male nor female 
but yet is both. The God is the male 
essence of the universe; the Goddess 
is in turn the female essence of the 
universe. Many worship only the 
Goddess, but to do so destroys the 
balance — just as much as worshipping 
only the God upsets the balance 
constructed by the One. Respecting 
the Earth, yourself and others are basic 
parts of the Craft as well; respecting 
the earth as a gift from our creators. 
Pollution, strip mining, clear cutting, 
the poisoning of the sea are all part 
of the rampant disrespect of the Earth. 

Respecting the Earth also means 
respecting all of the creatures within. 
If you don’t respect yourself how are 
you going to offer respect to anything 
or anyone else? 

Herbal, crystal, and divination lore 
are all subject to what an individual 
has been taught or what she has 
taught herself. The Craft has always 
been an evolving lore, because as new 


Witchcraft 101 


by Julie Goodwin 


discoveries are made they are added 
into the lore; each new generation 
making their contribution to the 
next generation. 

Where do lesbians, gays, bisexuals 
and transgendered people fit in? That’s 
really open to interpretation because 
there is such diversity within the Craft, 
but I feel I/g/b/t people would have 
been — and still are - warmly 
acknowledged. Anyone coming back 
from the Summer Land (our version 
of heaven) as a I/g/b/t person would 
have chosen that path in order to 
learn something from the experience. 
It would not be appropriate for others 
to judge them; only to offer lessons 
in mutual acceptance and respect. 

I chose to come back to the Craft 
after looking into other religions 
because it gives me peace. I believe 
that whatever religion you choose 
and gives you peace is the path you 
should follow. There is nothing like 
walking in the woods, the Goddess’s 
arms wrapped around me, the wind 
teaching me its secrets and the God’s 
sunshine warming my soul. There 
could be no other path for me. ® 


“The word used in Leviticus to 
describe homosexuality, ‘abomination,’ 
is the same word that is used to 
describe women’s menstruation. 


Episcopalian Bishop John $. Spong 
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At home in the church 


Church is an important part of my 
life. My church is a place where I'm 
fully “out,” where I work to further 
inclusion of lesbians and gays, and 
where I work in a diverse, integrated 
community. I am 26 years old, 

and church is one of the only places 
where I get to hang out with kids 
and old people. 

My home church is the Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton. UCE is well- 
known as a liberal, gay-positive 
congregation — in fact, they performed 
the first gay marriage in the prairies, 
in the year I was born. Currently, I 
sit on the board of trustees, am the 
lesbian contact for Vision (the church’s 
gay-positive mandate) and am co-leader 
of the junior high class. 

I came to UCE through my 
grandparents. Liberals and free- 
thinkers, they are two of the people 
I respect most in this world. When 
they were married, some 55 years ago, 
they faced harsh reactions to marrying 
out of their religions (Protestant and 
Jewish). In UCE, my grandparents 
found a congregation that values 
religious diversity. 

They sought a place that recognized 
the gifts of each of their backgrounds, 
rather than requiring conversion on 
the part of one of them. Similarly, 

I find in UCE a place that values 
what I bring as a young, outspoken, 
politically active lesbian. 
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by Kristy Harcourt 


A lot of the work I do is in gay and 
lesbian circles and while I feel we’re 
creating important changes through 
that work, my church involvement is 
a way of seeing the changes that come 
about when gays and straights work 
together toward common goals. 

The decisions I make in my 
church life reflect my background 
and experience. For example, teaching 
about compassion in a Sunday school 
class, I talked about care teams 
nurturing people with AIDS. 

An illustration of the inclusion 
I find at UCE is last year’s Vriend 
Victory Potluck. Co-organized with 
a straight woman, hosted by the 
church and attended by members of 
the church and many gays and lesbians 
from the general public, it was a way 
to include allies in our fight and our 
celebrations. 

Planning ahead for the next church 
year, my two biggest projects are the 
development of drop-in events for the 
increasing number of lesbian moms 
who are bringing their kids to our 
Sunday school, and co-leading a 
junior high curriculum about sexism 
and gender stereotypes. a) 


Where you go, I will go; and where you 
lodge, I will lodge. (Ruth to Naomi) 


Ruth 1:16 


It is odd to me how one of the most 
revealing and comprehensive systems 
of thought can be so misunderstood. 
Actually, astrology has a very long 
history with vacillating respect and 
popularity. Today, the reason people 
question astrology may be due to 

the “Sun Sign” horoscopes seen in 
newspapers. The result is that society 
tends to see astrology as frivolous and 
often too general — and it is too general 
if you are only looking at the sign the 
Sun was in when you were born. 

The reality of astrology is that 
each person’s birth chart is made up 
of hundreds of chart factors involving 
all of the planets as well as asteroids. 
An astrologer’s job is to analyze and 
interpret a chart putting the individual 
as a spiritual being at the centre. In 
doing so, we are able to uncover the 
depth of an individual, her personality 
traits, her gifts and talents, as well as 
the blocks or challenges she may face 
in life. In addition, an astrologer is 
able to understand the developmental 
phases and upcoming trends that an 
individual may experience. 

As a trained astrologer working in 
Edmonton, I am particularly interested in 
dealing with women in my practice. I feel 
strongly that certain issues affect women 
more profoundly, such as learning to 
express our personal power, developing a 
healthy self esteem, finding equality 


Astrology: revealing, yet misunderstood 


by Wray Sue Dansereau 


within relationships, and often trying 
to balance both family and career. 

In having your astrological birth 
chart interpreted, you will be able to 
very clearly see some of the themes 
within your personality and the way you 
deal with the world. I also look closely 
at relationships, career opportunities, 
creative or other talents, and forecasting 
of future trends. Natal astrology can be 
a wonderful way of discovering more 
about yourself and being more cognizant 
of the various phases in your life. ® 


ASTROLOGICAL 
CONSULTANT 


WRAY DANSEREAU 


BIRTH CHART 
INTERPRETATIONS 


FORECASTING 


RELATIONSHIP AND 
CAREER FOCUS 


(780)430-0645 
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Six years ago, I worked at an 
Aboriginal Cultural Camp. In their 
traditional lifestyle, spirituality is 
experienced through art, singing, 
dancing and all other aspects of daily 
life. I was taught that every living 
thing has a spirit and is to be 
respected. We thanked the Creator 
daily for our health, for the people 
around us and for the gifts of Mother 
Earth. For the first time, I could 
actively participate in a spirituality 
which did not include sitting for 45 
minutes at Mosque' with someone 
else leading the Jamat’ through prayer. 
By the simple act of dancing, I was 
embracing and celebrating life. 

I am convinced that organized 
religions have some good intentions 
and important basic principles, such as 
love thy neighbour. But I have asked 
myself repeatedly, “How could some 
religious leader I don’t know, and 
more importantly, who doesn’t 
know me, tell me what I should and 
shouldn’t do?” At the end of the day 
I must live with myself. I must only 
answer the Great Spirit and myself... 
not to some religious rules outlined 
by others. 

When I deal with members of 
my family who are hateful of my 
sexuality, or with the loneliness that 
comes from moving around so much, 
I know am not alone. Faith and 
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Spirituality from within me 


by Saleema Hutchinson 


spirituality are my companions: 
They help me understand that every 
occurrence is an opportunity to grow. 
I am home in Edmonton for the 
summer and have chosen this quiet 
time in my life to go on a spiritual 
journey, to study my spirituality at the 
“University of Saleema.” I have asked 
myself some important questions. 
What are my spiritual intentions? 
What risks am I willing to take? 
Where am I at in my journey? Where 
do I want to be and are my goals 
realistic? I believe that journaling, 
exercise, healthy eating, reading, 
meditation and contemplation are 
all tools for this process of evolution. 
This spirituality is my strength 
as a lesbian woman. I only feel sadness 
because this journey is marked with 
the absence of likeminded women 
with whom I can share and exchange. 
But I suppose everything comes with 
time; after all, a journey can not reveal 
everything at the pathway entrance... 


® 


Saleema is originally from Edmonton and is studying 
social work at the University of Laval in Quebec City. 


' Mosque — church for people of the Muslim 
(Islam) faith. 
? Jamat — congregation 


Whal?s Happening? 


Adamant Eve radio show for and by womyn 
on CJSR 88.5 FM from 5:30-6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 


Bisexual Support Group for men and women 
meets second Tuesday of every month 
at GLCCE. Call 913-3076. 


Classics is a social group for lesbians over 
40. Meetings on the first Sunday of the 
month at 2 p.m. Call Donna at 456-1008. 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre) is 
located in suite 103, 10612 — 124 St. 
Office hours are 9 a.m. to noon Monday 
to Friday and 7-10 p.m. for drop-in, peer 
support counselling and library services. 
Films on Wednesdays. Call 488-3234. 
Peer support is also available through 
e-mail: glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce 


Free-to-be Volleyball Association competitive 
volleyball on Sundays. Recreational ball 
on Tuesdays. Beach volleyball on Sundays. 
For competitive volleyball call 420-6698. 
For recreational and beach call 474-6785. 


Gaywire lesbian, gay and bisexual radio 
show, FM 88.5, Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. 


Motorcycling Group Contact Brian at 
ab_motorcyclists@hotmail.com or 
phone 619.8020 for details, 


Making Waves Swim Club for lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals and their friends. Practices 
Thursdays, 8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 
8-9:30 p.m. Call Mike at 439-7477 


Northem Chaps is Edmonton's Leather-fetish 
club for gay, lesbian and straight men and 
women. Meets at Boots & Saddle the 1st 
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& 3rd Friday of every month, 10-12 p.m. 
Call 1-877-882-2011 Ext. 2011. 


Northem Titans Gay and Lesbian Bowling Association 
meets for 10 pin every Saturday at 5:15 
p.m. at Pins and Cues. $12. A group supper 
outing after bowling is also organized each 
week. Call Garry, 426-6311. 


Outhack Trailblazers, formerly River Valley 
Cyclists. 1-877-882-2011 Ext. 2032; 
Mike at 988-6402 or Peter at 434-4712. 


PFLAG/T Edmonton offers support and 
education for parents, families and 
friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals/ 
transgenders. Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. 
Call Lynne at 462-5958. 


Sonic Sisters,an hour of music by women, 
hosted by Cori Brewster on CJSR 88.5. 
Tuesdays from 7-8 p.m. Call 492-CJSR. 


Youth Understanding Youth is a fellowship of 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders, 
aged 25 and under. Saturdays from 

8-10 p.m. at GLCCE. All youth welcome. 
Call 488-3234. 


HanGovts 
The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Buddy's upstairs pub; 10112 — 124 St. 
Karaoke Wednesday, country dancing 


Saturday. 

Jazzhenys Too Café at 10116 — 124 St. 

The Roost private club at 10345 — 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 — 107 St. 
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Calenolar of Events 


Monday, June 28 — 7:30 p.m. Sunday, July 25, 4 p.m. 

Womonspace Board Meeting Picnic in Victoria Park 

All members are welcome. GLCCE, Lutherans Concerned potluck picnic. 
suite 103, 10612 124 St. Everyone welcome. Call 1-877-822-2011 
Friday, July 9 — 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. ext. 2013, 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Sunday, August 1 — 2 to 5 p.m. 

Monthly lunch meeting at Jazzberrys, Vancouver Pride Concert and Festival 

10116-124 St. Call 910-3050. Sunset Beach Park. Live music, vendors, 
Sunday, July 11 — noon i info booths, food concessions. Phone 
Womonspace Newsletter Meeting 604.687.0955 or www.vanpride.org 


Bagel Tree Cafe, 10345 Whyte Ave. 

Drop in and chat with the newsletter 
dykes. Deadline for submissions for the 
August/September issue on the topic: Pets. 


Tuesday, July 13, 7:30 p.m. 
Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Meeting 


Monday, August 9, 8 p.m. 

Retuming: Slides and Music with Jennifer Berezan 
Admission $8.00. Space is limited. 
Call Orlando Books, 432-7633. 


AIDS Network, suite 201, 11456 ; 
Jasper om ERBA s Sehin $25. AA oN Yer ¢/ Scca) rl 
Call Liz, 415-5434. (WJomo NS DGCel 


Thursday, July 15, 7:30 p.m. 
GLAF Drop-In Softall Call 482-1794 
Gays, Lesbians and Friends softball New Rates for 1999: 
league invite you to play with them x ? 
at Belgravia Field, 11605 — 74 Ave. Miticciesaa 


Call Tina, 423-9925. 
Full page: $100 


Saturday, July 17,9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Womonspace Mixed Dance Classified ads are free 
Ritchie Community Hall at 7727 - 98 St. for members. 
Admission $5 for members (with cards), 

$8 for non-members. Annie will be our 

DJ. Women, bring your men friends Read back issues of 
and celebrate our brief summer season! womonspace on our 


Smoking outdoors only. award-winning website: 


July 11-17 

Cultivating the Inner Voice of Love 

Christian retreat. Call 250.675.2421 
or e-mail: sorrento@jetstream.net 


http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 
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Fresh enthusiasm has sprouted in the 
Liatris Society. William, Allan, Lindy, 
Pat, Bill, John, Charles and Tom met 
in early June and formed a new 
organizational team. We are an 
informal social group for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgendered 
and straight people who 
enjoy gardening and 
nature activities. Our 
events are open to 
everyone and we 
have no membership 
dues. Please join us 
at any of our events. 


Sunday, July 4 — 1:30 p.m. 
Tour of Parkland Perennials 
Irises and peonies in 
bloom at a commercial 
nursery. Take Hwy 16 west to 
Spruce Grove. As you enter the 

town, take the third set of traffic lights 
and turn left onto Golden Spike Road. 
Travel about seven km to the second 
right turn (Twp Rd 522) and then travel 
one km and turn right. PP is right on 
the corner there although you can’t see 
a sign until you are in their parking lot. 
Look for Pat holding rainbow umbrella 
near a white car. Contact William at 
474-7328 for car-pooling. 


Monday, July 5, 6:30 p.m. 

Guided Tour of Devonian Botanic Gardens 

There are over 80 acres in cultivation, 
including an authentic Japanese garden, 
butterfly and orchid houses, collections 
of alpine and native plants, peonies, 

a herb garden and many other floral 


Liatris Society News and Events 


By Lindy Pratch 


displays. Meet inside the gate after 
paying $5.50 admission. The tour will 
take about two hours. This event will 
go on rain, shine or snow. We will cancel 
for a tornado or tsunami. Reasons to 
arrive early: 1. The gift shop has 
fantastic stuff — and it closes 
at 7 p.m. 2. Hardy 
perennials and shrubs 
#\ are available for sale 
until 6:30 p.m. 3. 
Bring your supper 
(or buy something 
at the food kiosk) 
and have a picnic 
before the tour 
7 starts. 4. The 
admission gate closes 
at 6:30 p.m. The garden 
remains open on this 
evening for the Liatris tour 
only. Please be prompt! Located on 
Hwy 60, just north of Devon. (Phone 
987-3054 for directions.) 


Saturday, July 10, 8 a.m. — early evening 

Cardinal Divide Day Trip 

An opportunity to get out of the city 

and view montane and subalpine plants 
in their natural habitats. Please bring 
something for a potluck lunch. Contact 
Tom at: trypien@admin.oldscollege.ab.ca. 


Sunday, July 18, 1:30 p.m. 

Tour of Parkland Perennials 

See the lilies in bloom — asiatic, 
martagons and daylilies. Afterwards, 
plan to join us at the Victorian Tea 
House (on Golden Spike Road). Contact 
Graham, 463-2098, for car-pooling. 
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Sunday, July 25, 3 p.m. 

Crabapple Hill Tour and Potluck 

Allan & Greg invite Liatris members to 
a potluck dinner at their thriving 
market garden. They have a marvelous 
collection of cacti and succulents hardy 
to our climate. You may have seen their 
dried arrangements and wreaths at the 
Bedrock Seed store. Crabapple Hill is an 
hour east of Sherwood Park on Hwy 14, 
south of Holden. Maps available at 
Bedrock, 7842 - 106 Avenue (phone 
448-1722). Contact William, 474-7328, 
for car-pooling. 


Tuesday, July 27, 6 p.m. 

Hot and Passionate Evening of Flowers 

Experience the seedier side of life! Potluck 
at 6 p.m. followed by a flower arranging 
exhibition — with audience participation. 
William arranges with common weeds, 


carrot tops and other unusual items. 
Call 474-7328 for location. 


Visit the Liatris website: 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glece/liatris.htm 
E-mail: liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
Phone William, the Liatris co-ordinator: 474-7328. 
@ 


Mountain Berry Inn Bed & Breakfast 


on 40 acres of paradise near 
Salmon Arm, BC. (250)835-8891. 
E-mail mberry@jetstream.net 


Peaceful, inexpensive getaways for 
couples and small groups. Complete 
privacy on 160 acres lakefront. Hot tub. 
878-3301 local call. 
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Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United meets the last Saturday of 
each month at 7:30 p.m. at McDougall 
United Church, 10086 Macdonald 
Drive, in the Norwood Room for 
worship, fellowship and discussion. 

All are welcome; you don't have to be 
a registered member of Affirm United 
to attend. Call Phyllis at 434-4808. 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church weekly 
worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive (riverside 
entrance), Sundays at 1 p.m. - with 
children’s church school available - and 
at 7:15 p.m. MCC-E Youth Group meets 
on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Call 429-2321. 
E-mail: revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community — 

a nondenominational Christian church 
for all people who seek to know God 
and celebrate Jesus Christ. Worship 7 
p.m, Sundays. Please call 474-0753 for 
the temporary location during the 
rebuilding of our church. 


Lutherans Concemed — Edmonton chapter 

Monthly worship and friendship meeting. 
For more information call 1-877-822- 
2011 ext. 2013 or Mette, 461-5571. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, an 
affirming congregation that welcomes 
people of all sexual orientations. 
Worship & church school on Sundays, 
10 a.m., at Ermineskin Community 
League, 10709 — 32A Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie 

at 987-4974 or Read at 437-9732. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton welcomes lesbians 
and gays. Services of union available. 
Sunday services at 9:30 and 11:15 a.m, 
12530 - 110 Ave. Call 454-8073. 
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The Supreme Court of Canada handed 
down its decision last month in the case 
of M. v H. The Court was asked 
to look at the Ontario Family 
Law Act. This Act allowed 
heterosexual couples, married 
or common law, to apply 

for spousal support from 

a former partner, but 

did not contain a provision 
allowing such applications 

by same sex partners. The 
Court decided that the Act was 
unconstitutional and ordered that 

the definition of spouse in the Act be 
changed to include persons in same sex 
relationships. 

This decision means that the law 
in Ontario will have to be changed. The 
law in Alberta (the Domestic Relations 
Act) is not changed. As the spousal 
support provisions in Ontario and 
Alberta are very similar it is pretty much 
certain that a court in this province 
would similarly order that the Alberta 
law must change. Court challenges, 
however, are time consuming and 
expensive. Further, since the persons who 
can sue for spousal support are persons 
in financial distress, they are the least 
able to bring a challenge to the courts. 

A tragic irony. 

The good news is that some provinces 
have already announced that they will be 
changing their spousal support laws to 
include us (B.C, Newfoundland, Ontario, 
Québec). The bad news is that Alberta 
has not. Change in Alberta will require a 
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Same sex spousal support decision 


by Julie Lloyd 


court challenge or continued political 
activism and lobbying. 

The decision of the Supreme Court 
'\ clearly has implications wider 
than just spousal support laws. 
The court has, for the first 
time, rendered a decision that 
recognizes the legitimacy of 
same sex relationships and 
clearly states that laws cannot 
unjustifiably discriminate 
against persons who live 
in such relationships. There are 

many legislative problems faced by 
couples in our community. Issues like 
pension and insurance benefit entitlement 
and property distribution on death or at 
the end of a relationship, to name a few. 
The decision in M. v H. will help define 
what these laws ought to look like. 

It is usually the case that the 

provincial governments look to see 
the writing on the wall of the Supreme 
Court and change laws that appear to 
be or are obviously unconstitutional. 
The Alberta government has, however, 
shown time and time again that they 
will not be moved by that pesky court, 
particularly when it comes to equal 
treatment of our community - and 
so the struggle continues. ® 


“Is the caucus ready to deal with it? 
Yes, but I don’t know if we’re ready 
to go in that direction.” 


Alberta Premier Ralph Klein 


Womonspace July 1999 


Pride Award winners 


Julie Lloyd is the recipient of the 1999 
Maureen Irwin Award. Julie has been 
volunteering in various causes for a 
number of years and has used her 
business to openly support many of our 
organizations. She can always be 
counted on to buy an ad in a programme 
or tickets for an event. She offers her 
legal expertise to such public forums as 
womonspace and Gaywire. A Pride 
Certificate previously recognized her 
work on the Vriend case with a citation 
for the Canadian Bar Association, 
Lesbian and Gay Section. Her work this 
year as one of the main brains behind 
the emergence of Equal=Alberta deserves 
special recognition. Julie is an articulate, 
compassionate, reasoned and credible 
spokesperson for our community. 

Dennis Camby is the recipient of the 1999 
Michael Phair Award. To get information about 
AIDS and HIV out to the community, 
Dennis has been publishing Times.10. 
He has always made space available to 
community organizations, and many 
people have found support and 
connections through the opinion columns 
as well as the events and organization 
listings. An important policy of Times.10 
is that everyone gets a voice. Dennis has 
also organized numerous fundraisers 
for charities in the city, notably the 
Ross Armstrong Fund and the Edmonton 
People living with HIV group. 

Debra Shogan is the first recipient of the 
Sheryl Mclnnes Pride Certificate, presented by 
Sheryl’s surviving partner, Maureen 
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Irwin. Debra has been active for many 
years as teacher, academic, athletics 
coach, activist and mentor in her 25 
years at the U of A. She has written three 
books and numerous articles with queer 
content and has served as president of 
the Gay and Lesbian Studies Association 
of the Canadian Learned Societies. 
Debra has been combatting homophobia 
in the university since the 1970s. Her 
discrimination complaint in 1990, 
followed by much work on the matter, 
resulted in same-sex benefits being 
awarded to U of A staff in 1998. 

Pride certificates were also awarded 
to: Canadian Gala Choruses Festival ‘98, a 
musical celebration of pride that drew 
16 choirs from across Canada. Earth's 
General Store (Michael Kalmanovitch & 
Deborah Robb) for ongoing support of 
the queer community. Equal=Alberta, for 
work and leadership fighting the hatred 
and bigotry of the Klein government. 
Fred Dicker, for outstanding contribution 
to the Gay & Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton. Pastor Suzanne Cowles, 
for her work with PFLAG, the Interfaith 
coalition on AIDS and Lutherans 
Concerned. Rob Wells, for organizing the 
Mathew Shepard memorial. Stephan Little 
and Suzanne Butler, co-chairs of OUTreach, 
98-99, for raising student awareness of 
queer issues. Theatre Network and Ronnie 
Burkett for the Edmonton production of 
Street of Blood. Workshop West Theatre for 
Loud & Queer cabaret and The Wines 
of Tuscany. ® 
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How does a social worker from 
Calgary end up running a women’s 
bar in Edmonton? 

In the case of Liz Gates, it 
was a matter of recognizing 
a void in our community — 
and not being afraid to try 
something new. 

“T used to come up to 
visit friends in Edmonton, 
and became aware that 
there were no bars here that 
catered to lesbians,” says 
Liz, who ran the Calgary 
Native Women’s Shelter for 
abused women as part of her 
10 years in social work. 

She made a complete life and 
career change when she moved here 
with her son for the sole purpose of 
opening a lesbian bar. Secrets Bar and 
Grill opened its doors on Sept. 9, 1998 
— and Liz has never looked back. 

“T wanted a bar that was friendly 
and non-discriminating,” she explains, 
noting that although it’s lesbian owned 
and most of the patrons are lesbians, 
“it’s a comfortable environment for 
men and straight people, too.” 

Even the most casual stroll through 
the bar, located at 10249 — 107 St., 
reveals that Liz is a sports fan. She’s 
put together lesbian fastball teams 
for the last three international Gay 
Games. Last year she played second 
base for the Calgary team that won 
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Profile: Elizabeth Gates 


By Roxane and Laurie 


the bronze medal in Amsterdam, and 
she was on the Calgary Gay Games 
board for six years prior to 
moving to Edmonton. 

“J hope to get an 
Edmonton fastball team 
together to compete in 

Sydney in 2002,” she vows. 
Liz has extensive 
fundraising experience 
from working with AIDS 
Calgary, and is happy to 
assist local sports teams 
financially by letting them 
use Secrets as a venue for 
fundraising events. 

Contrary to rumours, the 
bar is “here to stay” as long 

as the community wants it and 
supports it. Liz says she is open to 
feedback on how to improve the place, 
and welcomes ideas for themes for the 
restaurant side of the business. 

“T’ve had customers comment that 
this is the friendliest bar they’ve ever 
walked into,” she says. And many 
customers have become good friends. 

Thanks to Liz Gates, Edmonton 
lesbians have a watering hole we can call 
our own, where you can get a relaxing 
drink after work, meet for coffee or a 
casual meal (including Sunday brunch), 
or dance into the wee hours. © 


Photo: Elizabeth (left) with her partner Marcie 
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DykeAbovtTown 


Granola dykes, start your drooling. 

I can’t imagine anyone not being 
jumping-up-and-down excited (well, 
maybe one person — sorry there’s no 
Metallica this year, Karen H.) over 
the feast of strong women performers 
we'll get a taste of at the 1999 
Edmonton Folk Music Festival. 

Event organizer Terry Wickham, 
who in certain years has been guilty of 
favouring male artists (‘the women are 
unreliable,’ he told one local musician 
who eventually gave up beating her 
head against the wall trying to crack 
the lineup) has put together a truly 
awesome collection of female talent, 
starting with Joans A and B 
(Armatrading and Baez). For purists, 
it just doesn’t get much better than 
that... but there’s more. Lots more: 
Nanci Griffith (first appearance in 
Canada since 1990!), Kate and Anna 
McGarrigle, Ferron, Jane Siberry, 
Laura Smith, Rory Block and Iris 
Dement... Edmonton’s own Maria 
Dunn and Terry Morrison... and 
Kimmie Rhodes, an up-and-comer 
from West Texas. 

I’m personally over the moon about 
the return of Alberta’s Jennifer 
Berezan, whose sweet, gentle voice I 
know can usually catch once a year 
at the City Media Club, to the sweet, 
gentle atmosphere of Gallagher Park. 
Sigh. The entire weekend should be 
even more of a dykefest than usual. 
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by Laurie 


But, if Sarah McLachlan’s Lilith Fair is 
more up your alley, Amy and Emily - 
that’s right, the Indigo Girls, swoon - 
will be part of the Edmonton tour 
stop scheduled for Aug. 31 at 
Commonwealth Stadium. Party on! 


@ 


It’s been quite a month for city lawyer 
Julie Lloyd. Not only is she the 
recipient of this year’s Maureen Irwin 
Award ... the 39-year-old has also been 
named one of the 50 most influential 
people in the province by Alberta 
Venture business magazine. What’s 
next for our Jules? The LPGA Tour? 


© 


Congratulations to Jacqueline Dumas 
of Orlando Books, winner of a 
YWCA-sponsored “Women of 
Distinction” award in the arts and 
culture category. 


® 


A new anti-bashing campaign has 
taken to our streets, literally. Posters 
with the message “Being gay is not 

a crime; gay-bashing is’ have been 
installed on 180 city buses. Funds 
for the ads came from GLCCE, the 
Edmonton Police Service Liason 
Committee and private donations. 
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Cultivating the Inner Voice 
of Love: Discerning and 
Cultivating our Spirituality 


A Retreat for Les/Bi/Gay/Transgendered 
People and Our Families, Friends, and 
Advocates from a Christian Perspective 


July 11-17, 199 at Sorrento Centre, B.C. 


Gay Christian activist Chris Glaser will lead 
an interactive exploration of what it means 
to be “the beloved,” chosen and called by 


God to enjoy and proclaim the good news 
of God's unconditional love. A dialogue of 
scripture, tradition, reason and experience 
will assist all who are on a spiritual quest. 


Sorrento Centre is on the shores of Shuswap 
Lake, 75 km east of Kamloops and 32 km 
west of Salmon Arm on the Trans-Canada 
Highway. The Centre is Anglican in tradition, 
ecumenical in its programming and inclusive 
in its welcome to all. 


For information and to register please 
call (250) 675-2421, fax (250) 675-3032 
or e-mail: sorrento@jetstream.net 
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1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 — 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities,” 


OrlANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 

10123 Whyte Ave. TGE 1Z5 

432-7633 


If you are a woman with a disability 
and not eligible for El Benefits this 
program may be for you! 


A free part-time 16-week career development program using Prior Learning 
Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) is beginning soon in Edmonton! 
Training allowances, accessible transportation, equipment and assistive 
devices, alternate media formats, sign language or simultaneous language 
interpretations are available for all participants. For more information 
contact Margot at DisAbled Women’s Network (DAWN) Canada, at 

(780) 440-5144, fax (780) 450-0134, or by e-mail mdiehI@canada.com. 
DAWN Canada is a national organization controlled by and comprised of 
women with self-identified disabilities, We are a feminist organization and 
an Associate Member of Womonspace, the National Action Committee on 
the Status of Women (NAC) and the Council of Canadians with Disabilities, 
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wom on § pat 8 


Dgnle- 


SaturoGy, July I7, as 


Ritchie Community Hall, 7727 — 98 St 


9 p.m.— 1 a.m. 


MIXED NON-SMOKING EVENT FOR 
LESBIANS AND OUR FRIENDS 


Womonspace Membership Form 2 


(Conficentiglity Assvrec’) 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code __ 
Phone E-mail 


12 month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta TSJ 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


LC} New Member (] Renewal (J Associate poresssetestesteessenanstnsnste aassenie 
(] I would like to be a volunteer - ; Total Enclosed: 

L) Please mail my newsletter to my home : 

C] I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events t $ 


